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= The continuation of above-average precipitation in the last seven days exacerbates flooding conditions across parts of
the central Rift Valley, central, and southeastern districts of Kenya.

= Another week of below-average rainfall in southern Africa continues to negatively impact crop and soil moisture
conditions across portions of Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi and southern Madagascar.

1) With the return of above-average rainfall, much?
of western Kenya has experienced arecovery i .
seasonal rainfall shortages in the last 30 days.’
Abundant moisture is likely to improve pastotral
conditions, and replenish water resources for
many portions of the northwestern and northern
Rift Valley, and also in parts of the southern
districts of Kenya.

2) After a favorable start to seasonal rains in the
Greater Horn region, many local areas in
northeastern Kenya and parts of southern Somalia
remain below-average in seasonal rainfall leading
to degraded crop and pasture conditions.

3) Unseasonably heavy rains continue to impact
much of Kenya. This has led to prolonged
flooding, additional damages to infrastructure, and
a growing number of displaced people affecting
many local areas along the Nyanda River basin,
and across portions of central Rift Valley, central
and southeastern districts of Kenya. Intense
rainfall in Tanzania is also expected to worsen
flooding conditions across parts of the Dodoma
and Morogoro regions.

Legend is very general, please see
numbered descriptions for details.

4) Since December, below-average precipitation
and above-average temperatures continue to help
strengthen seasonal moisture deficits across B r=vorable

central Mozambique, southern Malawi, southern “
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Madagascar and southern Zimbabwe. % omewhat Faverasie
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5) Combined with a poor July-September rains Short-term Dryness
season, little to no rainfall observed over coastal

Eritrea, Djibouti and Ethiopia since November is B Orougnt
expected to lead to degraded pastoral conditions, - Improving Drought

depleted water resources, and losses to livestock.




Heavy rains and flooding continue across Kenya. Satellite Estimated Precipitation Anomaly (mm)
Valid: December 11 2009 - January 9, 2010

In the last seven days, many parts of Kenya continue to
experience anomalously heavy amounts of precipitation.
Although the character of rainfall in the last several weeks has
helped alleviate both short-term and long-term moisture deficits,
both the high amount and frequency of rains has resulted in
localized flooding, damages to infrastructure, and thousands of
displaced people across western and southern portions of
Kenya.

In the last seven days, precipitation totals ranging between 50-
75 mm were received in southern and western Kenya, with
locally heavier totals (>75 mm) observed in the central districts
of Kenya near Nairobi, and towards the southeast along the
Tanzania border. These excessive rains have strengthened
seasonal mositure surpluses across a large portion of Kenya, as
many local areas in the west and south have observed nearly
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twice their average rainfall accumulations in the last 30 days Figure 1: NOAA/CPC

(Figure 1).

Satellite Estimated Precipitation (mm)

The persistently wet conditions across Kenya have led to rising Valid: January 5— January 11, 2010
river levels along the Nyanda and Nzoia rivers in southwestern O R T, N N
Kenya, and exacerbated flooding conditions in the central Rift 15 b XA o "ﬁ;g;' Vi
Valley and central districts of the country. Additional damages : 25 P g
to infrastructure were also reported in many local areas near
Nakuru and Nairobi. Towards the southeast, heavy rainfall in
the last week also led to a hnumber of fatalities and displaced
people in the Taveta district of Kenya.
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Precipitation forecasts suggest a slight decrease in rainfall
across Kenya in the next seven days. A reduction in rainfall and
ground runoff is expected to provide relief for areas in the -
Nyando river basin and other areas impacted by significant
rainfall in the last three weeks.
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Below-average rainfall beginning to impact soil conditions ,
in southern Africa. = - == — —
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During the last observation period, fair to moderate amounts of

precipitation were observed over central and southern parts of Figure 2. NOAA/CPC

Mozambique, southern Zimbabwe, and southern Malawi. Well

distributed and considerably higher rainfall totals were received
across much of Angola, Zambia and portions of Tanzania and

Soil Water Index

northern Mozambique (Figure 2).

Since December, a signification reduction in rainfall has been
observed across southern and central portions of Mozambique,
as well as parts of Zimbabwe and Malawi. While this past
week’s rains are expected to provide some relief to this dryness
trend, seasonal rainfall deficits and insufficient soil water

conditions are likely to impede local cropping activities (Figure SWI (% WHC)
3). In southern Mozambique, abnormally high temperatures and =10 iling
below-average rainfall observed in the last month already led to 5090 Satistadtory
a replanting of crops, and it is anticipated that a prolonged No St (st}
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absence of rains throughout the remainder of January and into
February will result in more deteriorating crops and possible
failures for the season.

Figure 3: USGS/EROS

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of
USAID or the U.S. Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards assessment process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC,
USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to
Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID FEWSNET activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager for FEWSNET,
1-202-219-0500 or geilerts@usaid.gov.



